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S4 Information Evening

Welcome

4th September 2025
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School Prayer

God, Our Father, we thank you for your gifts which you freely give to us. 

We ask your son Jesus to help us follow the advice of Benedict, that we 

may pray and work to the best of our abilities.

We ask the Holy Spirit to assist us in making good decisions so that we 

can learn to appreciate the true goals of life and live in peace with one 

another.

St. Benedict, pray for us.
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Programme

• Expectations

• Course structures

• Support arrangements
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Introductions
• Alan Taylor – Head Teacher

• Bernadette McFadden – Depute Head Teacher (Year Head)

• Michael McGeough – Depute Head Teacher (SQA)

• Claire McGee – PT Pastoral (Attendance)

Workshops

• Attainment and Achievement – Mrs Colligan

• Health and Wellbeing – Mrs Kearns

• Exam Structures & Support – Mrs Carr

• Employability – Miss Delaney 
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Exam Success

Scottish Government (2022) – Recognised as a school with ongoing significant 
improvements in SQA attainment (over previous 5 year period)
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Miss McFadden 

Year Head
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• 03      October S4 Tracking Report 1
• 23  October Awards Ceremony
• 24  October Mentor Meeting 1
• 6  November Attainment Seminar
• 17 – 21 November Music Prelims
• 11  December S4 Parents’ Evening
• 12  December Mentor Meeting 2
• 7 – 21 January S4 Prelims
• 27          February Full Report
• 6       March              Mentor Meeting 3
•                   Feb/March S5 Options Programme
• 2  April             Tracking Report
• 22        April  Start of SQA Exam Diet
• 2      June  Fifth Year              
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Tracking Reports
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Tracking Reports



Respect - Love - Trust - Tolerance - Integrity

Key messages

• Resilience

• Stickability

• Positive attitude

• Maximise potential

• Minimise distractions
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SQA

Mr. McGeough

SQA Coordinator
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N4: Date decided in school

N4 internally 
assessed using 
SQA produced 
assessments

N5: Date decided by the SQA

Wednesday 22nd April 2026 – 
Monday 1st June 2026

N5 will have an 
externally 

assessed exam
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Your Coursework

What is it?

It varies subject by subject. For example;

- Social subjects and the Sciences have an assignment

- English, Art and PE have a folio
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Your Coursework

When will you do your coursework?

Again, this will vary subject by subject. For example;

PE and Art are completed during the year

Social Subjects and Science will select a specific time in the 

year to complete the assignment (normally January/February)
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Your Coursework

www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/112068.html
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Your Coursework
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Your Coursework
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Your Coursework
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Your Coursework
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Your Coursework
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SQA Key Dates

• Supported Study

• Post-prelim

• Some departments start their own schedule prior to this

• Prelims (timetable will be shared in December)

• Wednesday 8th January 2026 – Wednesday 21st January 2026

• SQA examination diet

• Wednesday 22nd April 2026 – Monday 1st June 2026 (exact 

timetable due early September)
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The Importance of 

Attendance in S4

Mrs McGee

PT Pastoral Care 

(Improving Attendance)

Parents’ Information Session
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Attendance 

Matters – WHY?

Strongest predictor of 
exam success

Every day counts – small 
absences add up

Direct impact on results 
and opportunities

Builds routine, resilience, 
and confidence
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The 

Impact of 

Missing 

School

➢  1 day off every 2 

weeks = almost 1 

month lost

➢  Pupils with >90% 

attendance = on 

average 1 grade 

higher

➢ Gaps are difficult 

to catch up on

➢ Attendance 

matters for 

employers and 

colleges too
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100-93.5%      93.4-92.5%   92.4-91.5%   91.4-90%     89.9-88%      <88%

Attendance Percentage
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Why Attendance Can Slip in S4
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How 

Parents/

Carers 

Can Help

➢ Set high expectations: 

school = non-negotiable

➢  Encourage strong 

routines: sleep, 

punctuality, organisation

➢ Keep in touch with school 

if concerns arise – we are 

always available to support

➢ Celebrate and encourage 

good attendance
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Key 

Message

Attendance improves 
Achievement.

Every day in school gives 
your child the best chance 
to achieve their potential.

Together, we can help our 
young people succeed in 
S4 and beyond.
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Words of Wisdom

Grace Adams Head Girl

Sean Colligan Head Boy

Parents’ Information Session
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